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(Rostine) Cado, Mr. Cado married Janet Lee 
Dickmeyer on December 27, 1958. He was a 
graduate of Wentworth Military Academy Jun-
ior College in Lexington and a 1959 graduate 
of the University of Missouri. He received his 
Masters in Mathematics degree in 1964 from 
Central Missouri State University, 
Warrensburg, MO. 

Mr. Cado, a friend of mine through the 
years, was a good role model who gave en-
couragement to many students. He was a 
teacher for 35 years at Lexington R–5 School 
District, retiring in 1994. He was also a mem-
ber of the United Methodist Church, Lexington, 
and the Missouri Teacher Association. 

Mr. Speaker, I know the Members of the 
House will join me in extending heartfelt con-
dolences to his wife, Janet; one son, Mark; 
one daughter, Lee Ann O’Brien; two sisters, 
two grandsons and two granddaughters. 
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Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, it gives me 
great pleasure to rise today and recognize an 
outstanding citizen from Chicago, Illinois. Mr. 
Richard Carlson will be retiring from his distin-
guished career with the Chicago District of the 
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers later this 
month. He is a Chicago institution in the water 
resources field and will be retiring after a sig-
nificant 36-year career with the Corps in the 
planning and management of civil works 
projects. 

Rich began his career with the Corps after 
graduating from the University of Illinois in 
1963, where he worked his way through the 
ranks to become Chief of the Planning Divi-
sion. Since 1988, Rich has held the position of 
Deputy District Engineer for Programs and 
Project Management. During his tenure, Rich 
was instrumental in the development of the 
reservoirs for the award-winning Chicago Tun-
nel and Reservoir Plan (TARP) which is au-
thorized for over $600 million in flood control 
reservoirs. The construction of these res-
ervoirs will reduce flooding to over 500,000 
homeowners and will improve the water qual-
ity of the Chicago area rivers and streams. 

Rich was also instrumental in the develop-
ment, authorization and recent approval of the 
Chicago Shoreline Project. This project, which 
Rich helped formulate, will allow for a partner-
ship with the Corps and the City of Chicago 
for construction of a $270 million shoreline 
restoration project protecting Chicago’s lake-
front from collapse and loss of many millions 
of dollars in public lands and infrastructure. 

Throughout his career, Rich has received 
many awards and distinguished recognition for 
this unique design efforts, including the pres-
tigious Society of American Engineers Goe-
thals Award for engineering design and meth-
ods in 1996. The O’Hare Reservoir, dedicated 
in 1998, which Rich was also instrumental in, 
received the Illinois Section of the American 
Society of Civil Engineers design award in 
1998. 

Rich Carson has been a tremendous leader 
in his field and mentor to the scores of engi-

neers who have been privileged to work with 
him. He leaves a tremendous legacy for excel-
lence and advocacy for partnership between 
the federal and local governments that will live 
on at the Corps of Chicago District for many 
years to come. 

I ask my colleagues to join in honoring this 
excellent public servant, Rich Carlson, and to 
the wonderful example he has set for others. 
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Ms. ESHOO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Emily Marks Skolnick, an extraordinary 
citizen of San Mateo County, California, who 
will be inducted into the San Mateo County 
Women’s Hall of Fame on Friday, March 26, 
1999. 

Emily Marks Skolnick has pursued her quest 
for human rights, equality and economic jus-
tice since she was a child. A 1937 Phi Beta 
Kappa graduate of Wellesley College where 
she majored in Labor Economics, Emily has 
given generously of her time and resources as 
a volunteer for over 60 years. She fought for 
school desegregation in the 1940s, helping to 
instigate the landmark Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation case. In 1946 she helped found the Co-
Op Nursery School and organized a pilot pre-
school program which was a model for the 
Headstart program. She participated in the de-
segregation of the San Mateo Union High 
School District in the 1950s, and in 1958 she 
led a field study which resulted in passage of 
the San Mateo City Fair Employment Prac-
tices Ordinance. Emily helped launch the Law-
rence Child Care Center and the local chapter 
of the ACLU. 

Mr. Speaker, Emily Marks Skolnick is an ex-
traordinary woman. I salute her for her re-
markable contributions and commitment to our 
community and I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring and congratulating her on being 
inducted into the San Mateo County Women’s 
Hall of Fame. 
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Mrs. ROUKEMA. Mr. Speaker, I rise to draw 
attention to an excellent composition on the 
dangers of smoking written by Katherine 
Sommer, a student at Byrd Elementary School 
in Glen Rock, New Jersey. The composition 
was the winning entry in a competition held as 
part of a week-long anti-smoking program cur-
rently under way at Byrd Elementary. The 
composition is as follows.

DON’T SMOKE 
(By Katherine Sommer) 

Things can happen. Some things can’t be 
helped. Some things can. Some people die of 
old age, heart attacks, and many other 

things, but a lot of people die a long, horrible 
death. They die of smoking. It could happen 
to you if you make one bad decision. Think 
of it this way—if you choose to smoke, you’ll 
be doing something really stupid. You could 
get very sick or even die. That wouldn’t be 
worth it, would it? The worst part is it would 
be all your own fault! 

Some teenagers and younger children start 
smoking for some really silly reasons. Some 
kids may want to join a popular group at 
school, and think smoking will make them 
look older. Some girls think smoking will 
make them look cool and boys will like them 
more. What they don’t know is if what hap-
pened on the inside of your body happened on 
the outside, you would look really ugly. 

If you think that most kids smoke, you’re 
wrong. The average kid doesn’t smoke, and if 
you’re anywhere near average, you won’t ei-
ther. You could really hurt yourself. You 
could get lung cancer, throat cancer, gum 
cancer, or lip cancer. These are only some of 
the horrible diseases you can get from smok-
ing. And think, you could die just from try-
ing to be cool. 

Another reason you may start smoking is 
that a family member or really good friend 
may already smoke. You might think that 
it’s harmless. You may think, I’ll try one 
smoke, and if I don’t like it I won’t have any 
more. Well, it’s not that easy. Smoking is 
addictive. That means that once you start 
something you can’t stop. Once you try, it 
could be too late. 

I don’t intend to smoke. You shouldn’t ei-
ther. Don’t let anything interfere with your 
dreams. Just don’t try smoking. It’s not 
healthy.
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Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, today I am intro-
ducing the Veterans Expedited Military Medals 
Act, legislation that will address an inexcus-
able situation—the growing backlog at the De-
partment of Defense in providing replacement 
military medals and unawarded decorations to 
our Nation’s veterans. 

Unfortunately it can now take years for vet-
erans to receive medals that they earned 
through their service to our Nation. I know 
from personal experience. In my own congres-
sional district there are several veterans, some 
who have waited over two years, to receive 
medals they earned, but were never awarded. 
One veteran from the town of Milan, Illinois 
has waited almost two years to receive his 
Good Conduct Medal. Another vet from 
Princeton has tried to get his American Cam-
paign Medal, but has now waited almost a 
year with no results. My district office has pur-
sued these cases aggressively, but the reality 
is that no amount of pressure the follow-
through can overcome what is essentially a re-
source problem. 

The issue revolves around back-up cases. 
The personnel centers who process applica-
tions for the separate services for never-
issued awards and replacement medals have 
accumulated unconscionable backlogs in re-
quests by veterans. In one personnel center 
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